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NEWS RELEASE
The Johnson County Fire Protection District has seen an increase in structure fires over the past few days.  Columbus and Warrensburg Stations along with firefighters from Johnson County Fire Protection District #2 and Odessa Fire responded at 7:36pm to 1066 NW 700 Road on December 18 for a structure fire.  The home owned by David and Arlene Talbert sustained severe heat and water damage.  The State Fire Marshal was contacted to investigate the cause of the fire.  No injuries were reported.  Firefighters from Warrensburg and Cornelia Stations then responded on December 22 at 6:43pm to a structure fire at 10 SE 140 Road.  The home, occupied by Jeffrey Peitz and owned by Paula Elliott sustained severe heat and water damage.  One firefighter was injured when the ceiling of the garage collapsed on him.  He was transported to Western Missouri Medical Center for treatment of moderate injuries.  The State Fire Marshal is investigating the cause of the fire.  Columbus and Centerview Stations along with Johnson County Fire Protection District #2 responded at 8:43pm on December 24 to 570 NW 1001 Road for a structure fire.  The home owned by Ron McCune was a total loss.  No injuries were reported and the cause of the fire is under investigation by the State Fire Marshal.  These fires bring the total of structure fires for the month of December so far to 9 which is an increase from the 6 structure fires in December 2005.

